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Context

Improvements in science standards are a major focus in the school
development plan due to our science results being below the
 expected national average.

How do pupils achieve at age 11 in
Science?
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The project began with an introductory session led by the principal creative
partner, Debbie Rose (Music Service). Debbie intfroduced the children to the main theme of the
project (water). In the first session Debbie talked to the children and collected their initial ideas
about the project, involving them in writing and producing their own musical work. During the
project, Debbie worked with the children for 8 sessions to develop the music. Children visited
Oxford Science Trust and Oxford Botanical Gardens, to explore ideas about the nature of water,
portance of water for life forms, and sound. During the project, further creative partners

oduced - for example a local scientist and poet. Also during the project childre
2search and prepare their own writing connected to the theme - eg in connection
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Coher oo oo . At awhole staff meeting, B
other staff put forward ideas for a smaller contributionto
the project. Eg. Year 6 staff were keen fo investigate

photography of water using digital cameras. Y6 were also

already working with a music practitioner from Oxfordshire

County Music Service, on Music/ICT with the aim to produce

a composition connected to the project. This element was el Ty
funded by the school. Most of the key stage two children ey
were involved in music related to the theme. We tried to B an it et g
include all Key Stage 2 classes in at least one session with a

creative artist as part of the project, and to include all

classes in the final performance.
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Children working

with the

bject (SC|ence) but we were doing i

“At the Botanic gardens we
- ' went to the desert, the
swamp and the rain forest.”
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“We went to Hands On at Science Oxford
and they came in to school; we made

bridges, rockets out of Connects and we
ade rockets out of fizzy bottles. We

5
lady has to get up really

,. “early in the morning to go
SNsoeme pl : up the hill and go to the
cloudy water place to get
water?”

= = With out water.
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Throughout the project the children have had great enthusiasm and energy for the
topic. I strongly believe that this is due to creative teaching and the great
opportunity we have had to make cross-curricular links. The creative teaching has also
suited the differing learning styles of the two classes. Not only that but the children
ave a really focused outcome at the end of the project therefore they know what

¢ are aiming for and what is expected of them. Since the project has started I
have noticed a marked increase in the children's confidence and enjoyment in their

all ability groups, which has been reflected in all other areas of the
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- "T learnt that you have to plan things before you make
3b it to test it out” Yr4



Adult Learning

The project has provided us with the opportunity to build on our

own professional development and to gather new ideas and buktce e UeStnn e

experiences that could be incorporated in the classroom in a S
eative teaching style.

mf the Water projact did poa wnjoy the
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Student Questionnaire

The feedback from other staff has been extremely positive and many
have got involved and taken part in the project where possible. Many
teachers have commented that they have really enjoyed having the
freedom to teach creatively and innovate some new ideas in their own
classrooms.
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Whole School Change

In the light of the findings it would suggest that providing a creative curriculum can help to
raise attainment.

hool, there is already a change in approach to planning the curriculum. The
ect has contributed to a shift in culture and a recognition that a more creative approe
ing has the potential to raise achievement more quickly than previc

that It brings [= anergy and |o the_teaching and learninc
i R ——

“The other thing we learnt about water is that people
that live in other places, they have cloudy water and we
have clean water. So we have been putting up posters
around the school about water, saying please help other
people.”
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Learning from the work

Oxford Science Trust, The Botanical Gardens in Oxford and the poet, James Carter, all gave very
valuable input.

he project overall was successful and the concert at the end was greatly enjoyed by the pupils and
2 pupils reached a good standard of performance and gained in confidence through the

e epted for the prolect OFSTED placed the school in the category “no

_—.-— ne for staff CPD and meetings
ot of interest. Most of
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If we were planning the project again, it would be helpful to include CPD with the creative partner for all
staff early in the project, to empower more of them to take a more active role in the creative process.
Also, it would be helpful to arrange more time for initial planning with staff and children and to build in
some time for review as the project progresses. This would have meant that the project and final
presentation could have included a wider representation of the work across the school and would have
given greater ownership for all staff and pupils.
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Revisiting the enquiry question

One of the most successful outcomes of the project was the website that the children created. They really felt that they
had ownership of the work and it was a very valuable way of involving their parents. This is turn led to positive feedback
for the children. If we were to do a similar project we would want to set up the website earlier so that it could be of even

‘he project had a far larger impact on children’s speaking, listening and writing skills than originally envisaged

TNer Stre

L part or the proje pporunities to o

There is now a plan to start an after school choir in the school and the children’s interest is in part
due to this project, as well as other initiatives in the school.

The project has generated two further questions:

*How can a creative curriculum (with music at the centre) encourage greater involvement
of parents in their children’ education?

*How can a creative curriculum (with music at the centre) help to identify individual talent and
how can this be nurtured and developed in order to raise overall achievement
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Next steps

School

he school, there is already a change in approach to planning the curriculum. The
as contributed to a shift in culture and a recognition that a more creative approach
1d learning has the potential to raise achievement more quickly than previot

t it brings new energy and joy the teaching and learning experienc
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Following the success of the project, Oxfordshire County Music Service and Bayards Hill
School are keen to pursue an Enquiry Project with the local partnership schools.

We would be particularly keen to explore further the question of how a creative approach to
the curriculum can influence the positive involvement of parents in their children’s
education. We would want to explore the impact of a creative project on parents’
involvement in school, on the support that they give to their children at home and the
potential for encouraging families to engage in more cultural experiences with their
children.
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